
After six years of dedicat-
ed service to the Society 

for Ecological Restoration 
International, Mary Kay 
LeFevour will soon be leav-
ing her Executive Director 
post to pursue other oppor-
tunities. The average tenure 
of an executive director is 
only three years, so we are 
fortunate to have had strong, 
consistent leadership for 
twice that long.
 Under MK’s tenure, SER’s financial 
stability has grown and its programs have 
thrived. She has been instrumental in plant-
ing the seeds for future growth at SER 
since she joined the staff in 2002, including 
launching the Global Restoration Network, 
creating a planned giving program, pursu-
ing plans for Restoration Resource Centers 
around the world, and developing an inter-
active webinar series to expand the reach of 
the SER/Island Press book series.
      To ensure a smooth transition after 
MK’s August 1 departure, the SER Inter-

national Board of Directors 
is beginning the process of 
searching for a new execu-
tive director. In the mean-
time, MK will work with the 
staff at the SERI headquar-
ters in Tucson, Arizona, to 
continue to provide the high-
quality services and informa-
tion that our members and 
the restoration community 

have come to expect. 
 For assistance with membership, dona-
tions, the SER website, webinars, publi-
cation subscriptions and chapters, please 
contact Cynthia Taylor, Membership Direc-
tor, at cynthia@ser.org. For assistance with 
RESTORE, the Global Restoration Network 
website and policy issues, contact Sasha Al-
exander, Project Director, at sasha@ser.org. 
The SER International office phone number 
is (520) 622-5485.
 During the coming weeks, please feel 
free to take the opportunity to extend to MK 
your appreciation and best wishes. She can 
be reached by email at mkl@ser.org.

SERI Board Begins Search 
for New Executive Director

SERNews  1

SERNews
The Newsletter of the Society for Ecological Restoration International

Volume 22 No. 2     ISSN 1535-9859

285 West 18th Street, Suite 1

Tucson, Arizona 85701  USA

001-520-622-5485 voice

001-270-626-5485 fax

info@ser.org | www.ser.org

            GLOBAL
RESTORATION

            NETWORK

A project of SER International 

www.GlobalRestorationNetwork.org

MK LeFevour Departs Aug. 1

Integrating Restoration and Conservation

SER released its May 2008 Briefing 
Note on the “Opportunities for Inte-

grating Ecological Restoration & Biologi-
cal Conservation within the Ecosystem 
Approach” at the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity’s Ninth Conference of the 
Parties held in Bonn, Germany, May 
19-30, 2008 
 The SER Briefing Note states that the 
Ecosystem Approach, as developed by 
the CBD and others, provides  a com-

prehensive framework where ecological 
restoration and biological conservation 
represent key support beams. George 
Gann, SER’s Chair, argues that “as habitat 
destruction increases and the effects of 
climate change continue to accelerate, 
conservation alone is no longer sufficient 
in protecting the health and continuity of 
many species”. 

continued on page 2
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Student Guilds Cultivate Next Generation 

of Restoration Professionals

SER International is pleased to an-
nounce its first two official SER 

Student Guilds at the University of Montana 
and the University of Washington.
 This program provides opportuni-
ties to students who are pursuing research 
and careers in ecological restoration and 
related fields. With the SER Student 
Guild program, we have pulled together 
many valuable resources and packaged 
them together especially for students and 
universities. 
  With the SER Student Guild program, 
we provide students in ecological restora-
tion with a unique opportunity to network 
with experts around the world and the 
ability to showcase research and work on 
our Global Restoration Network web por-
tal. This program helps the next genera-
tion of restoration professionals to become 
more knowledgeable and connected to 
the global restoration world, while being 
on the cutting edge of the latest develop-
ments in the field.  
 SERI supports students in ecological 
restoration by providing student guilds 
with student membership benefits, listserv 
services, special rates on online sub-

scriptions to SER’s Restoration Ecology 
journal, and more. SER also will provide 
Speaker’s Bureau services to help student 
guilds find guest speakers on restoration 
topics and give you the opportunity to co-
sponsor conferences and other events in 
your region
 SER Student Guild groups support 
SER’s mission by adopting its foundation 
documents and contributing an annual fee 
of  $250.00 U.S., which covers every stu-
dent - graduate and undergraduate - who 
is studying ecological restoration in their 
institutions. We can provide suggestions 
about how to pay the annual fee and infor-
mation on the option of volunteer service 
in exchange for a fee waiver.
 We invite members to approach 
students, faculty members, university 
programs and departments to get involved 
as a SER Student Guild and become a 
leading example for other institutions of 
research and study around the world..
  For more information about SER 
Student Guilds, please contact Cynthia 
Taylor, Membership Director, at (520) 
622-5485 or cynthia@ser.org.

Briefi ng Note
continued from page 1

 The Briefing Note calls attention to 
the complementary roles of ecological 
restoration and biological conservation, 
and their potential for integration within a 
unified ecosystem approach. According to 
Keith Bowers, SER’s Vice Chair, “large-
scale conservation planning is now taking 
into account the important role of ecologi-
cal restoration in preserving biodiversity, 
whether it is restoring critical elements of 
the landscape matrix or entire habitats from 
the ground up”. 
 In the United States, two statewide 
conservation plans have been built around 
ecological restoration principles: the New 
Mexico Forest and Watershed Health Plan 
and the Statewide Strategy for Restoring 
Arizona’s Forests. Ultimate success will 
depend on avoiding top-down approaches 
by consulting with all stakeholders (e.g. 

private landowners, indigenous peoples, 
and government agencies) from planning to 
implementation and monitoring. 
 According to Jim Harris, SER’s Sci-
ence and Policy Working Group Chair, 
“there is an increasing awareness of the fun-
damental interdependencies linking biodi-
versity and ecosystem services however the 
precise relationships between the protecting 
diversity and human well-being are not 
yet clearly understood or quantified, and 
require further research and a precautionary 
approach”. 
 Collaborative efforts between those 
working in the fields of restoration and con-
servation, specifically utilizing an integrat-
ed ecosystem approach, will yield synergies 
needed to effectively deal with the daunting 
challenges of preserving biodiversity while 
simultaneously improving human liveli-
hoods.  
 To read the full Briefing Note, go to 
https://www.ser.org/pdf/SER_Briefing_
Note_May_2008.pdf.



View from the Chair
By George Gann | SER International Board Chair 
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Many important and evolutionary 
changes have taken place within the 
Society for Ecological Restoration 
International since the last issue of 
SER News.  While looking forward to 
the second half of 2008, it is important 
to underscore the strong foundation 
that has been laid for the SER through 
the development of our 5-year stra-
tegic plan. I would like to personally 
thank past Board Chair Keith Bowers, 
Executive Director MK LeFevour, and 
Strategic Plan Committee Chair Su-
zanne Tuttle for their leadership with 
this initiative.  Already, great progress 
has been made on several important 
initiatives outlined in the strategic 
plan.

First, we have pushed forward with 
the certification program for ecologi-
cal restoration professionals. An active 
certification committee is in place, 
with a goal of completing the ground-
work for this new program by the end 
of the year. A standards-of-practice 
survey will soon be undertaken to help 
shape the criteria for certification.  
Many thanks again to Keith Bowers 
but also to SER Project Director Sasha 
Alexander for working on this impor-
tant project.  SER elder John Stanley 
and dozens of other volunteers have 
also made significant contributions to 
getting certification off the ground.  
Many thanks to you all! 

Sasha and several SER members 
have also been busy on the policy 
front, enhancing our position as part 
of the global network. I represented 
SER at the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) in Bonn, Germany 
this past May and had the opportunity 
to meet with CBD Executive Secre-
tary Ahmed Djoghlaf. As a result, we 

have been invited 
to meet with 
the Secretariat 
of the CBD in 
Montreal, Canada 
this September 
to give a series 
of presentations. 
Our objective 
will be to elevate 

both ecological restoration in general 
and SER as an organization in the 
CBD process.

A group representing SER also 
recently participated at a workshop in 
London at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, helping to develop the role of 
botanical gardens in ecological resto-
ration worldwide. This group included 
SER Science and Policy Chair Jim 
Harris, as well as James Aronson, 
Kingsley Dixon, Richard Hobbs and 
myself. With only 25 external experts 
invited, we had a significant presence 
in the process.

Coming up this fall, we also will 
be participating in the IUCN World 
Conservation Congress in Barcelona, 
Spain. At that meeting we are co-
sponsoring a resolution with Parks 
Canada to develop best practices for 
ecological restoration in protected 
areas worldwide. This effort will fol-
low the principles in the SER Primer 
on Ecological Restoration, as well as a 
Parks Canada document based on the 
Primer which has been adopted by the 
Canadian government.

Our Membership Director, Cynthia 
Taylor, has also been busy on strategic 
plan initiatives.  She has provided sup-
port to the chapters and helped foster 
the creation of the new Midwest-Great 
Lakes Chapter, assisting the former 

Ohio chapter to revitalize into a more 
productive and dynamic group.  She 
also jump-started the SER Student 
Guild program, creating a package 
of membership benefits specifically 
geared toward students and their 
university communities. With the first 
two new guild groups, at the Univer-
sity of Washington and the University 
of Montana, we have added nearly 60 
new members from the next genera-
tion of ecological restoration profes-
sionals to help spread SER’s message 
and actively work toward its mission.

Cynthia and Sasha also both work 
on technology resources to benefit 
SER and its mission. Cynthia has been 
building a new information manage-
ment system to replace our outdated 
database and  developing the interac-
tive webinar series. Sasha continues 
to update the Global Restoration 
Network website portal and searchable 
database of case studies and other re-
sources, which have garnered increas-
ing notice worldwide.

The significant progress that SER 
has made over the last year to forward 
our strategic vision has been due in no 
small part to the hard work and dedi-
cation of outgoing executive director, 
MK LeFevour. Thank you and we 
wish you the best of luck, MK!

We look forward to continuing to 
share our progress with you and to 
bringing on a new executive direc-
tor within the next few months to 
further expand our programs promot-
ing ecological restoration around the 
globe.  In the meanwhile, our capable 
staff and the many volunteers working 
on strategic plan initiatives will keep 
moving things forward.

--George Gann

UPCOMING EVENTS

AUGUST 8-10, 2008
SER Texas Conference: 

“Grassland and 
Savanna Restoration”

Fort Davis, Texas

SEPTEMBER 8-12, 2008
SER Europe Conference: 

“Toward a Sustainable Future 
for European Ecosystems”

Ghent, Belgium

OCTOBER 1-3, 2008
SER BC Conference: 

“Restoration of 
the Boreal Forest”
Prince George, B.C.



Free SERI Restoration Reader 
Previews Island Press Books

 You’ve heard about SER’s resto-
ration book series with Island Press. 
Here’s a great way to sample the 
books to see the range of information 
available. Download the new “SER 
Restoration Reader” for free.
 The goal of the series to create 
a new international forum devoted 
to advancing restoration science and 
practice, as well as their integration. 
Working together, with a shared sense 
of mission and interdisciplinary com-
mitment, Island Press and SER are 
identifying people who know what 
you want and need to know—profes-
sionals, academics, and practitioners 
who’ve done the work, the research, 
the thinking. Our authors are people 
you know, people you’d like to know, 
with information you need to know. 
The books have high editorial and con-
tent standards, and we strive to stay on 
the leading, driving edge of restoration 
developments. 
 SER members receive 10% off the 
purchase of all books in the series. For 
more information, visit the book series 
webpage at http://www.ser.org/con-
tent/book_series_on_restoration.asp.
 To download the Reader, visit 
http://www.ser.org/pdf/SER_Restora-
tion_Reader.pdf.
 

SERI Member Listservs 
Streamlined and Re-Launched

 Restoration in Practice -- This 
listserv is a forum for SER Internation-
al members to discuss all aspects of 
the ethics and practice of ecological 
restoration in every ecosystem, as well 
as urban environments.  To subscribe, 
visit this link:  http://sernews.org/mail-
man/listinfo/restoration-in-practice_
sernews.org
 Community Restoration -- This 
listserv is a forum for SER Interna-
tional members to discuss ecological 
restoration at the community level. 
Topics may include volunteering, 
working with local governments and 

NGOs/nonprofits, grant funding, so-
cial marketing, public relations, social 
entrepreneurship, etc. To subscribe, 
visit this link:  http://sernews.org/mail-
man/listinfo/community-restoration_
sernews.org
 Students in Restoration -- This 
listserv is a forum for SER Interna-
tional student members and restoration 
educators to discuss issues related to 
the study of ecological restoration. 
Topics may include educational op-
portunities, career tracks, academic 
programs, internships, preparing for 
employment in the restoration field, 
and other student-related issues. 
To subscribe, visit this link:  http://
sernews.org/mailman/listinfo/students-
in-restoration_sernews.org.

Restoration Ecology Online 
Moves to Wiley InterScience

 If you are a current registered user 
of the online version of SER’s journal, 
Restoration Ecology, you should have 
received a recent email from the pub-
lisher explaining the recent merger of 
Blackwell Publishing with John Wiley 
& Sons Inc. After June 30, 2008, your 
RE online access will go through 
Wiley InterScience rather than Black-
well Synergy. What does this change 
mean to you?
 • Starting June 30, you will have 
one Wiley InterScience account, 
including both your Blackwell and 
Wiley publications. Any pages you 
have bookmarked in Blackwell Syn-
ergy will be redirected to the relevant 
page on Wiley InterScience. 
 • Log in to your account using 
your existing username and password. 
You may be asked to accept new terms 
and conditions the first time you log 
in after the merger. Your personalized 
settings such as favorite journals, will 
now be stored in My Profile. 
 •Any search alerts and saved 
searches will not be moved to your 
new account, so you will have to 
re-create these in the new system. 
Full-text searching will be temporarily 
unavailable until the launch of Wiley-
Blackwell’s new platform in early 
2009.

Society News
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Restoration Primer Available 
in Bulk to SERI Members

 The SER International Primer on Eco-
logical Restoration is a valuable foundation 
document for researchers, practitioners, 
students and university faculty members. 
 Copies of the Primer are available 
in bulk from SER for just the cost of 
shipping and handling. Please contact 
Cynthia Taylor, Membership Director, 
at (520) 622-5485 or cynthia@ser.org 
to request your copies of the Primer.

society for ecological restoration intern a t i o n a l
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SER Australia to Mark 
10th Anniversary

 With Australia hosting the upcom-
ing SER International World Confer-
ence on Ecological Restoration in 
August 2009, the group has a unique 
opportunity to revitalize the regional 
chapter in time for this international 
event and for the group’s 10th anni-
versary. The Chapter officially formed 
in 1999 to help provide an avenue for 
the exchange of information, ideas 
and experience between the diverse 
range of individuals and organizations 
involved in ecological restoration in 
the region. 
  If you have interest in the region, 
your input is valuable. If you support 
the Chapter or have an interest in get-
ting more involved, then please reply 
to Kingsley Dixon, SER Australia 
Chapter President and SER Board of 
Directors Asia/Pacific Regional Rep-
resentative, at kdixon@bgpa.wa.gov.
au.
 

SER-British Columbia Plans 
Annual Meeting and Conference

 The BC Chapter of the Society 
for Ecological Restoration (SER-BC) 
and the Continuing Studies Depart-
ment at the University of Northern 
BC (UNBC) have teamed up to host 
a regional conference on ecological 
restoration. The “Restoration in the 
Boreal Forest” conference is sched-
uled for October 1-3, 2008, in Prince 
George, B.C.
   Themes to be covered at this 
conference include boreal forest res-
toration, ungulate population/habitat 
restoration, pine beetle impact restora-
tion, and aquatic restoration, among 
other topics. While showcasing the lo-
cal activities, this event also welcomes 
papers and posters from neighbouring 
areas, and on subjects of global inter-
est to restoration work, such as climate 
change, invasive plants, and the use of 
traditional knowledge. 
 Conference participants will 
have the opportunity to further their 
knowledge about ecological restora-

tion through 3 days of presentations, 
a poster session, and field trips, as 
well as through informal network-
ing. A banquet and dance will also 
be offered. Time will be allotted for 
the short Annual General Meeting of 
SER-BC.
 This conference will be preceded 
by a two-day course on Soil Bioengi-
neering, taught by David Polster. This 
two-day class and field streambank 
restoration workshop will focus on soil 
bioengineering techniques and options 
involved in restoration and reclama-
tion of damaged ecosystems and 
streambank sites using a combination 
of structural materials, vegetative cut-
tings and other specialized techniques. 
Soil Bioengineering is an applied 
science that uses live plant materials 
to perform an engineering function 
such as slope stabilization, soil erosion 
control, or seepage control. Contact 
UNBC Continuing Studies at (250) 
960-5982 or brycer@unbc.ca for more 
information about the course.
  For more information about the 
conference and annual meeting, visit 
the SER-BC Chapter website at www.
ser.org/serbc. 

SER Central Rockies Seeks 
Volunteer Involvement

 During the past several years, the 
SER Central Rockies Chapter has 
become somewhat inactive, with some 
of its most active volunteers moving 

on to other areas after having been 
involved since the group was formed 
in the mid-1990s. The group is now 
seeking your help in bringing back this 
vital resource for ecological restora-
tion in the region. 
  If you have an interest in the 
Colorado/Wyoming region, your input 
is valuable. If you support the Chapter 
or have an interest in getting more 
involved, then please reply to Chris 
Rutledge SER Central Rockies Chap-
ter President, at crutledge@arcadis-
us.com, or Vivienne Wilson, SER 
Board of Directors Rocky Mountains 
Regional Representative, at vwilson@
golder.com. 
  For more information, visit the 
SER Central Rockies Chapter website 
at www.ser.org/cerser. 

Early Registration Ends June 30 
for SER Europe Conference
 
 Early registration (at a reduced 
fee) and submission of posters is still 
possible through 30 June 2008 for the 
6th European Conference on Eco-
logical Restoration. The conference is 
scheduled for 8-12 September 2008 in 
Ghent, Belgium. The theme is “To-
wards a sustainable future for Europe-
an ecosystems - Providing restoration 
guidelines for Natura2000 habitats and 
species.” 
  The conference program, with 
nearly 300 contributions on the state 
of the art in Ecological Restoration in 
Europe, is being prepared and will be 
available at the conference website 
soon. We are glad to welcome both 
scientists and representatives of NGOs 
and European Environmental Agen-
cies as keynote speakers, e.g: Rudolf 
de Groot, Jim Harris, Richard Hobbs, 
Jozef Keulartz, Paul Opdam, Andrew 
Pullin, Phil Putwain, Rania Spyropou-
lou (EEA), Sebstian Winkler (IUCN). 
Conference excursions visit natural, 
semi-natural and restored ecosystems 
in Flanders and give an overview of 
different restoration projects.
  For more information, visit the 
conference website or the chapter 
website 

Chapter Updates
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Chapter Updates
 SER Midwest-Great Lakes 
Chapter Launches Listserv

 The SER Midwest-Great Lakes 
Chapter has created a new listserv to 
foster communications among those 
interested in ecological restoration 
in the U.S. states of Indiana, Illinois, 
Ohio, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wis-
consin, as well as the American Indian 
tribal nations located within these 
boundaries. The listserv is moder-
ated by the SER MWGL Chapter and 
hosted by SER International.
 To subscribe to this listserv, go to 
http://sernews.org/mailman/listinfo/
ser-mwgl_sernews.org. You will be 
asked to enter your email address and 
your name, to choose a password, and 
to select whether to receive your mes-
sages individually or in a daily digest. 
After subscribing, you will receive 
a confirmation email containing a 
password reminder, as well as instruc-
tions on how to post messages to the 
list, how to unsubscribe from the list, 
and how to change your email address, 
password or subscription options. 
Your login information will also pro-
vide you access to an archive of prior 
postings to the list. Please save this 
confirmation email for future refer-
ence.
  For technical assistance with 
subscribing or changing your options 
on this listserv, please contact Cynthia 
Taylor, SER International Member-
ship Director, at (520) 622-5485 or 
cynthia@ser.org. 
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the SER 
Midwest-Great Lakes Chapter website 
at www.ser.org/content/SERMWGL.
asp. 

SER New England Board 
Ballot Deadline July 15

 Chapter members will be receiv-
ing by mail a paper ballot for the 
2008-2010 board elections. To verify 
voter eligibility, you must complete 
the member information section of the 
ballot. Completed ballots should be 
mailed by July 15, 2008, to SER In-

ternational, 285 W. 18th Street, Suite 
1, Tucson, AZ 85701. Each person 
elected will serve a two-year term.
 The slate of candidates includes 
Michael Toohill, ENSR/AECOM 
(chair); Aimlee Laderman, MBL 
Woods Hole (vice chair); Jules Opton-
Himmel, The Nature Conservancy 
(treasurer); Sarah Watts, Tetra Tech 
Inc. (secretary); Aaron Schlechter, 
Creative Habitat Corp. (CT state direc-
tor); Sarah Watts, Tetra Tech Inc. (ME 
state director); Tim Gleason, US EPA 
(RI state director); April Moulaert, 
VT ANR (VT state director); Mickey 
Marcus, New England Environmental 
(at-large director); Ingeborg Hege-
mann, BSC Group (at-large director); 
Julie Meyer, UMass-Amherst (student 
director); and Scott Cloutier, UNH-
Durham (student director).
 Two candidates are vying for the 
position of Massachusetts State Direc-
tor: Shawn Callaghan, Earth View 
Diesign, and Tom Touchet, Metcalf & 
Eddy/AECOM. The position of New 
Hampshire State Director is open for 
write-in candidates.
 If you have questions about 
completing your ballot, please contact 
Cynthia Taylor, SER International 
Membership Director, at (520) 622-
5485 or cynthia@ser.org.
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the 
SER New England Chapter website at 
www.ser.org/serne. 

SER Northwest Board 
Ballot Deadline July 31

 Chapter members will be receiv-
ing an email with a link to an electron-
ic ballot for this year’s board elections. 
Online voting will end July 31, 2008. 
Each person elected will serve a two-
year term.
 The slate of candidates includes 
Lily Wescott (publications); Barry 
Southerland (director at large); Rob 
Taylor, The Nature Conservancy (di-
rector at large); Rebecca Brown, East-
ern Washington University (director 
at large); Jonathan Scherch, Antioch 
University-Seattle (program VP); and 
Frank Reckendorf, Reckendorf and 
Associates (treasurer).
 If you have questions about 
completing your electronic ballot, or 
if you did not receive the email, please 
contact Cynthia Taylor, SER Interna-
tional Membership Director, at (520) 
622-5485 or cynthia@ser.org.
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the SER 
Northwest Chapter website at www.
ser.org/sernw. 

SERNW Announces August 
Annual Member Meeting

 The SERNW Chapter invites 
members to attend its Annual Member 
Meeting this summer at beautiful Mt. 
Rainier August 1-3, 2008.
  Julie Hover of the National Park 
Service at Mt Rainier will be hosting a 
field trip to her high meadow resto-
ration sites at Sunrise on the North 
east side of Mt. Rainier on Saturday 
August 2. This is a very unique oppor-
tunity to look at a succession of reveg 
restoration sites up to 11 years old, 
with a tour arranged especially for our 
organization. Please RSVP to Allison 
Warner at allison@jaygroupllc.com.
  The Chapter has arranged for 
optional camping at the Silver Springs 
campground, and have campsites 
reserved for Friday and Saturday eve. 
The Silver Springs Campground is a 
Forest Service campground with easy 
access on Highway 410 from both 
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Enumclaw and Yakima. Please visit 
our website (www.sernw.org) for a 
link to the campground with the direc-
tions, and for a map of the campsites 
(campsites reserved for SERNW 
members are circled in red).  Camp-
ground space is very limited. Please 
RSVP to Allison Warner at allison@
jaygroupllc.com if you plan to come, 
to reserve your camping spot, and if 
you have any further questions. 
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the SER 
Northwest Chapter website at www.
ser.org/sernw. 

SER Coastal Plain Changes 
Name to ‘Southeastern’

 The SER Coastal Plain Chapter 
soon will be transitioning to a new 
name – SER Southeastern Chapter.
 In other news, chapter treasurer, 
Bobby Keeland of the U.S. Geological 
Survey, will be stepping down from 
the chapter board. Bobby also has 
been a member of the SER Interna-
tional Board of Directors as Southeast 
U.S. Regional Representative. Both 
positions will now be open.
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the 
SER Coastal Plain Chapter website at 
www.ser.org/cpc. 

SER Texas to Hold Joint 
Grassland-Savanna Conference

 The SER Texas Chapter will hold 
a joint conference with the Native 
Prairie Association of Texas and the 
Texas Riparian Association in Fort 
Davis, Texas, from August 8-10, 2008. 
Early registration ends July 18, 2008, 
and the deadline for abstracts is July 
11, 2008.
 The theme of the 13th annual 
Texas SER Conference is Grassland 
and Savanna Restoration.  Presentation 
topics, however, are open to all areas 
of ecological restoration and a special 
session is planned for presentations on 
riparian topics.  

 Optional field trips are scheduled 
for Friday, August 8th to the The 
Nature Conservancy Davis Mountains 
Preserve.  The Plenary Address and 
oral presentations will be held Satur-
day, August 9th at Sproul Ranch and 
until noon on Sunday, August 10th at 
Indian Lodge.  Conference registra-
tion begins Friday at 8:00 am at Indian 
Lodge in Davis Mountains State Park.
 Because of the remote and beauti-
ful location of this year’s conference, 
the full registration will include a 
Friday night social, Saturday lunch 
and Saturday night social.  The Friday 
night social will be held at the meeting 
room in Indian Lodge in association 
with registration beginning at 6:00 pm.  
Saturday lunch and Saturday night 
social will be held along with the oral 
presentations at Sproul Ranch.  The 
Saturday night social will feature a full 
dinner and live music.  Sunday pre-
sentations will be held at the meeting 
room in Indian Lodge. Extra tickets 
for guests may be purchased for either 
Friday or Saturday night social for 
$35.00.  The cost to attend only the 
Saturday oral presentations and lunch 
is $90.00. 
  On Friday, August 8, 2008 regis-
tered participants (limited to 24) will 
visit the Texas Nature Conservancy 
Davis Mountains Preserve.  Two 
different field trips are offered.  One 
field trip will visit restoration and 
prescribed fire sites in the area while a 

second one will feature general hiking 
in the preserve.  
 Friday and Sunday activities are 
based out of Indian Lodge at Davis 
Mountains State Park while Saturday’s 
activities will occur at Sproul Ranch 
(www.sproulranch.com).  Hotel and 
bed and breakfast accommodations 
in the Fort Davis area can be found 
at:   http://www.fortdavis.com/accom-
modations.html.  Information about 
camping at Davis Mountains State 
Park can be found at http://www.tpwd.
state.tx.us
 Dr. Bonnie J. Warnock, Assistant 
Professor of Natural Resource Man-
agement at Sul Ross State University 
is our plenary speaker.  Since joining 
the faculty in 2002, Dr. Warnock has 
been teaching classes in range sci-
ence and conducting research in land 
restoration.  Dr. Warnock comes from 
a ranching family that has been raising 
cattle and sheep in Brewster and Pecos 
counties since the 1880’s.  Dr. War-
nock has a B.S. and M.S. in range sci-
ence from Sul Ross State University.  
Her Ph.D. in soil science from Texas 
A&M University focused on restoring 
salinized soils using halophytes.  The 
title of Dr. Warnock’s plenary address 
is:  “Water in the desert:  Arid lands 
restoration and the hydrologic cycle”.
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the SER 
Texas Chapter website at www.ser.
org/txser. 

Native Plant Resource Guide 
Available from SER Ontario

 Copies of the chapter’s 2008 
Native Plant Resource Guide are still 
available for $5 each (additional $2 for 
mailing). 
 Please send cheques to: SER On-
tario, c/o Steve Smith, 331 Linsmore 
Crescent, Toronto, ON, M4J 4M1.
 For more information about the 
chapter and its activities, visit the 
SER Ontario Chapter website at            
http://serontario.org. 
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Ohio State’s Wetland Earns 
International Designation

 Ohio State’s Wilma H. Schiermier 
Olentangy River Wetland Research 
Park (ORWRP), has been designated 
as the 24th Wetland of International 
Importance in the USA, according 
to SER member and ORWRP direc-
tor Bill Mitsch. The designation will 
place the site on the internationally 
renowned Ramsar List of Wetlands of 
International Importance
 Located in a state that has seen 
more than 90 percent of its historic 
wetland base drained, the site contains 
riverine marshes that were once typi-
cal but are now rare. At the 50-acre 
facility at The Ohio State University 
on the Columbus campus, scientists 
seek to understand how wetlands, riv-
ers and watersheds function, as well 
as how we can create and restore these 
systems to protect the environment. 
 For more information, visit http://
swamp.osu.edu. 

Maryland Newspaper Profi les 
Work of SER Board Member

 An April 6 feature in the Balti-
more Sun newspaper profiles SER 
board member Keith Bowers of Bio-
habitats Inc. and his work as a land-
scape architect to restore natural areas 
in and around Columbia, Maryland.
 In the article “Keeping a Growing 
Columbia Green,” Keith says: “People 
seem to be more and more disconnect-
ed with how their actions affect the en-
vironment and more and more enam-
ored with the mall. If we can take the 
pressure off the suburbs and increase 
density in the downtown areas, and do 
it in a way that regenerates ecological 
processes, then you begin to achieve 
the balance of livability while restor-
ing the environment.” 
 To read the article, visit http://
www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/
howard/bal-ho.bowers06apr06,0,7641
529.story.

Native Plant Restoration 
in Texas Gets Press

 A recent Associated Press article 
featured a photo essay on native plant 
restoration at the Bush’s Prairie Cha-
pel Ranch in Crawford, Texas. 
 The article, “First Couple Sees 
Progress in Effort to Reintroduce 
Native Plants to Texas Ranch,” also 
highlighted a program called First 
Bloom, a joint program between the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
and the National Park Foundation. 
First Bloom introduces young people 
to native plant conservation. The Lady 
Bird Johnson Wildfl ower Center 
is an organizational member of SER 
International.
 To read the article, visit http://
www.foxnews.com/photoes-
say/0,4644,3177,00.html#6_0=20.

Indigenous Peoples Losing 
Lands and Livelihoods

 The April 1 Seattle Post-Intel-
ligencer newspaper features a guest 
column on from Dennis Martinez, 
founder and co-chairman of the Indig-
enous Peoples’ Restoration Network 
of SER International. The article, titled 
“Land grab on a global scale,” discuss-
es the impact of global climate change 
and its mitigation on the world’s 
indigenous lands and peoples.
 “As demand increases the value of 
indigenous lands -- already poorly pro-

tected -- the rate of loss of indigenous 
assets and livelihood options becomes 
more rapid,” Martinez writes. “Adding 
to these losses are losses of homelands 
set aside by big environmental NGOs 
and third-world government elites 
for conservation reserves and parks 
through forced evictions. Also disap-
pearing is global genetic diversity 
maintained by indigenous peoples, 
which is essential for maintaining the 
capacity of plants and animals to adapt 
to climate change.” 
 To read the article, visit http://se-
attlepi.nwsource.com/opinion/357294_
ecocultural02.html.

Smoke Stimulates Seed 
Germination and Revegetation

 ScienceNetwork Western Australia 
reports on recent research showing 
the effects of smoke on stimulating 
germination of both weeds and native 
plants. The April 2 article discusses 
the potential benefits to home gardens 
as well as commercial and agricultural 
industries.
 Kingsley Dixon, SER Interna-
tional board member and director of 
science at Kings Park and Botanic 
Garden, is a University of Western 
Australia professor of plant biology. 
His team of researchers has isolated 
a chemical in smoke that accelerates 
revegetation and improved biodiver-
sity on land that has been damaged by 
mining or fire.
 To read the article, visit 
http://www.sciencealert.com.au/
news/20080204-17130-2.html.

Keep Us Posted!

 Been working on an interest-
ing project? Been in the news lately?  
Written a book, article, paper? We’ll 
be happy to highlight it on our Mem-
ber in the News or Restoration Show-
case on the SER homepage. Just send 
your materials to Cynthia Taylor 
(cynthia@ser.org). Keep your fellow 
members in the loop.

Members-in-the-News


